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W ho delivered us from ſo great a Death; 
and doth delizer ; in whom we rſt 
he will yet deliver us. 


£ F theſe Words 1 may ay, what 
® TR our Saviour did to his 1 


of a Paſſage that he quoted out 
of the Prophet Eſay, i'1n the ath 
of St. Lie, that this day is this 
Rn le — Scripture fulfilled in youy ears, 
God Almighty has, in a wonderful Manner, 
delivered us from a very great Death; he has, 
by a Series of ſtrange Providences, continued 
this great Deliverance. to us hitherto; and I 
hope we are met this Day, with a ſincere Pur- 
wa 24 to expreſs both our orateful Ferres of 
what he has done, and till: does for us; 
our Confidence and Truſt in him, hat be wil 
yet deliver us. To fared + and aſſiſt you in 
which Deſign, I ſnall 


* Conſider St. Paul's Deliverance, which 
be refers to in this Text; a Deliverance from 
B 2 Death, 
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Death, a great Death, and ſo great a Death; 
and of which he was in ſuch imminent Danger, 
that he tells us, in the Verſe but one before, | 
that he deſpaired of Life. 

II. I ſhall take a View of our own Caſe. And 
if we have been threatned with a very great 
Death, the Deſtruction of all that is dear to us; 
( and this we have been ſo near unto, that, in 
the Eye of Man, there was .no Proſpe& of 
Eſcape ; but we were -preſs'd, as the Apoſtle 
words his Caſe, out of Meaſure, above 
Strength, above our own Strength and Power 
to help our ſelves, even to Deſperation ; ſo that 
none could fave us, but he that he tells us 
ſaved him, even he that raiſed the Dead; ) and 
if we have been delivered from this great Peath, 
and are ſtill delivered; I may, I ſuppoſe, with 


good Reaſon, preſs you to imitate our Apoſtle's 
Behaviour upon his Deliverance. 


1. By akeiowlediing God to be the Author 
and Continuer of our Deliverance. 


2. By offering up our Praiſes and Thankl- 
givings to him for them. 


3. By railing in our ſelves, "TIF a juſt Senſe 
of what God has done, and does do for us, a 
Ground of Truſt and Confidence! in him for the 


future, that he that has delivered, and does de- 
liver, will alſo yet deliver us. 


I. I am to conſider St. Paul's Deliverance ; a 
Deliverance from a i great Death. That this 


er t 
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great Death was ſome imminent Danger that 
he was in in Aſia, is certain, from the 8th 
Verſe of this Chapter; where he ſays, I world 
not haue you ignorant, brethren, of the trouble 
that came to us in Aſia: From whence, the 
ſame Thread of Diſcourſe is continued down 
to the Text. But what Particular Trouble it 
was, that he met with there, being not agreed 
upon by Learned Men ; I ſhall beg your Pati- 
ence, While I endeavour to ſettle that Point. 
Some of the Ancients, particularly Tertullian, 
(who 1s alſo followed by modern Commenta- 
tors) 'do ſuppoſe. the great Death, or great 
Danger of Death, mention'd in the Text, to 
be the ſame with that which he refers to in 
the 15th Chapter of his Firſt Epiſtle ; where 
he ſpeaks, v. 32. of his fighting with bed at 
Epheſus which was the Metropolis of the 
Leſſer Aſia. And ſome are for underſtanding 
both one and the other, of an actual Encounter 
that he had with wild Beaſts, on the Theatre 
there; to which he was condemn'd, as a Cri- 
minal; and from which he was miraculouſſy 
deliver'd, by the mighty Power of God. Bu 
| muſt confeſs, I think the Reaſon urged Woe 
this Interpretation, is of great Weight; vis. 
That it cannot be ſuppoſed, that ſo remarkable 
a Paſſage of his Life, ſo wonderful a Preſerva- 
tion, would have been omitted ; either by him- 
elf, in the 11th Chapter of this Epiſtle, where 
he particularly enumerates ſeveral of his Dan- 
gers and Deliverances ; or by St. Luke, in the 
— 
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Account he gives us of him in the Ad, of the 
Apoſiles. | 
And indeed, there is nothing in the Expref. 
Gons in either place, that does neceſſarily infer, 
that he was actually under Execution, and then 
deliver'd from it ; but rather under Sentence, 
or Deſignation to Death : For in the 15th 
Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle, what we read, If 
I have fought, may be read, FI had fought . 
i. e. If I had been actually expoſed to a Com- 
bat with the Beaſts, as I was deſigned for it. 
And in the Verſe before my Text, he only 
ſays, that he had the ſentence of death in him. 
ſeIF;, i. e. He look d upon himſelf, as one un. 
der Sentence of Death; one that was deſigned 
and intended for the Slaughter. So that there 
is no Neceſſity, to gather from either of theſe 
places, that by the Death, from which he wa 
delivered, is meant an actual Execution there- 
of; but rather only a Deſignation to it. And 
then we need not have recourſe to Fancy, to 
ſupply a ſuppoſed Defe& in St. Luke's Hiſto. 
: For we ſhall find in the 75 Chapter of 
the Acts, an Account of a great Danger, which 
he was delivered from in Aa; a great Twnult 
rais d in Epheſus, by Demetrius and the Crafts 
men, upon Occaſion of St. Paul's Preaching 
againſt the Superſtition and Idolatry of that 
place; where his two.Companions were haled 
away to the Theatre; probably, with a Deſign 
to throw them to the 5 and he himſelf 


The 


narrowly eſcaped. 
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The Learned Grotius would refer us to the 
following Chapter, Acts 20. v. 19. for an Ac- 
count of this great Death; where St. Paul 
tells the Elders of Eyheſus, whom he had con- 
vened at Miletus; Ye know, from the firſt day 
that I came into Afia, how I have ſerved God 
with tears and temptations ; that is, Tryals and 
Perſecutions, that befel me, by the lying in wait 
of the Jews. 

But this ſeems to be too general an Account 
of the Matter; and does not ſatisfy the Doubt, 
what particular Paſſage of his Life it is, that he 
has an Eye to in the Text. And indeed, I ſee 
no Reaſon to believe, but that St. Paul, in this 
general Account of his Sufferings in Aſia, had 


Story in the foregoing Chapter : For he ſeems 
to refer to all the Troubles, that happend to 
him, from his firſt coming into Aſia; And why 
then ſhould it be imagin'd, he overlook'd fo re- 
markable a one as this? 15 
Lis true, he ſays of thoſe, that they befel 
him by the lying in wait of the Jews; But ho- 


er, will ſee Cauſe to believe, that the Jews 
had a Hand in that Matter; for, tis plain, they 
ere very buſy in that Tumult ; and, we may 
de ſure, with no good Defign to St. Paul. 
There is a Reaſon urged, why that Expreſſi- 
Wn of his, in his firſt Epiſtle, mention'd be- 
ore, of his fighting with Beafts at Epheſus ; 
annot relate to this Danger, in Ads 19 ; be- 


0 


cauſe, 


2 Regard, among the reſt, to that particular 


ever conſults the Story, in the foregoing Chap-- 
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cauſe, as *tis ſaid, That Epiſtle was wrote be. 
fore this Tumult happen'd at Epheſus : And if 
this be true, tis unanſwerable. 
I do not think my ſelf obliged at preſent, to 
enquire nicely into this Matter ; and ſhall only 
ſay, that there is great Reaſon to believe, that 
that firſt Epiſtle was written, not as the Author 
of the Poſtſcript, whoever that was, ſays, from 
Philippi ,, which, as we read in Ad 16. is 1 
City in Macedonia; for there are no Salutati- 
ons in it from the Saints in Macedonia; but ra- 
ther from ſome Place in 4/2, from whence he 
ſends Salutations in the 19th Verſe of the laſt 
Chapter; The Churches in Aſia ſalute pott: And 
particularly from Epheſus; where he propoſes, 
at the 8th Verſe, to ſtay ſtill Pentecoſt : I will 
tarry at Epheſus till Pentecoſt. 
But yet, if it be objected, that he went 
away from Epheſus immediately after the qui- 
eting of this Uproar ; as ſome conclude from 
the firſt Verſe of the 2oth Chapter of the As; 
where it is ſaid, after the Uproar was ceaſed, 
Paul called to him the Diſciples, and embraced 
them, and departed to go to Macedonia: And 
if this ſhould be admitted as a Reaſon, why his 
Firſt Epiſtle could not be written from thence 
after this Uproar ; and conſequently, his Fight- 
ing with Beaſts at Epheſus, mention'd in that 
Epiſtle, cannot refer thereto ; yet I am ſure, 
_ *twill afford a good Argument for That for 
which I am much more concern'd , that my 
Text has a particular Relation thereto, For 
| | is 
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tis certain, his Second Epiſtle was written from 
Macedonia : And if he went fo immediately 
from Epheſus, upon his Efcape of the Danger of 
this tumultuous Uproar, into Macedonia, from 
| whence he writes this Epiſtle; what Danger can 
it be ſo probably ſappos'd to be, from which 
| he bleſſes God in the beginning of this Epiſtle 
for delivering him, and of which he feems fo 
ſollicitous to inform the Corinthians, as this 
which he fo lately and ſo narrowly eſcaped 
in that ſame Place, which in the Verſe but one 
before my Text, he makes the Scene of it, vis. 
Aſia ? | | | 
I know the Learned Lightfoot will not al- 
low this to be the great Death there menti- 
oned ; and his Argument 1s, becauſe we do not 
read of any the leaſt Damage that actually hap- 
pen'd to him in that Tumult. But with all due 
Reverence to the Aſhes of ſo Great a Man, I 
cannot think his Argument to be of any Force; 
for certainly a Man may be, and truly ſaid to 
be, in great and eminent Danger of Death, 
tho' he may be preſerved by the good Provi- 
dence of God, from actually ſuſtaining any the 
leaſt Hurt. | eh | 

I doubt not, our Apoſtle thought himſelf to 
be, and really was in very great Danger, both 


at Jeruſalem, when more than Forty of the 


Jews had bound themſelves under a Curſe, that 
they would neither Eat nor Drink till they had 
killed him; and alſo at Damaſcus, when the 
Jews had taken * the ſame Purpoſ- 

an 


* 
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and he was glad to be let down the Wall in ; 
Basket by Night, to avoid them : He was in 
Danger, I ſay, in both Places, tho” no actual 
Harm happen'd to him in either. 

His Two Companions in the Tumult I have 
been now ſpeaking of, were hurried away by 
the Rabble to the Theatre; it may be, 28 
Dr. Lightfoot himſelf yields, and I think I may 
ſay moſt probably, with a Deſign to caſt them 
to the Lyons; and can we imagine that they 
had leſs cruel Intentions towards him? All the 
Fault of Gaius and Ariſtarchus was, that they 
were Paul's Companions in Travel; *twas he that 
anger'd them, *twas this Paul that had preach'd 
againſt their Idolatry, and perſuaded and turned 
away much People, Verſe 26. and twas for His 
Sake that the others were laid hold on; And 
would they not much rather have halled him 
to the Theatre, and more certainly have caſt 
him to the Lyons, if by the Advice of his 
Friends, and kind Intimation of their Deſigns, 

iven him by the Afarche, he had not been 
Finder'd from appearing publickly among them ? 
And if thoſe were their Intentions concerning 
him, he might well look upon his Eſcape as a 
Deliverance from a very great Death. 
But Eſtius has an Objection againſt Their In- 
terpretation of that Paſſage in his Firſt Epiſtle, 
concerning his fighting with Beaſts at Epheſus, 
who underſtand it of his being expoſed to the 
Lyons, as Ignatius was; which may be urged 
againſt my Interpretation of this Place: And it 
: is 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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is this; that the Puniſhment of caſting to 


Lyons, was a Puniſhment only for Slaves, and 


viler Perſons, but not for a Free-Man, and 
Citizen of Rome, as was St. Paul: Now this. 
Objection would ſignify ſomething, if it could 
be ſuppos'd, that a Rabble always acted pru- 
dently, and upon Conſideration ; and that Zeal 
for a falſe Worſhip and Intereſt, did never carry 
Men to illegal and unjuſtifiable Actions; and if 
St. Paul himſelf had never elſewhere met with 
Treatment, from which his Character, as a 
Roman, ought to have ſecured him. | 

But we read in the 22d of the Acts, that he was 
Bound at Feruſalem with Thongs, and had 
been Scourged too, notwithſtanding his being a 
Ryman, if he had not in the nick of Time 
told the Centurion that he was fo: Nay, in 
Acts 16. which comes nearer to this Caſe, 
when he had caſt a Spirit of Divination out of 
a Damſel, who by her ſoothſaying had brought 
much Gain to her Maſters; and when her Ma- 
fters ſaw that the hopes of their Gain was: gone, 
they lay hold on Paul and Silas, draw them 
into the Market-Place, raiſe the Rabble, and 
inſtigate the Magiſtrates againſt them, inſo- 
much that they beat them with many Stripes, 
Impriſon and put them in the Stocks; which 
was ſo very unjuſtifiable a Treatment of Men 
that were Romans, that when the Magiſtrates 
were informed that they were ſo, and inſiſted 


upon their Privilege, they were glad to ſtoop. 


2 | and 
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and come themſelves in Perſon, and beſcech 
tbem to come forth of the Priſon. 
So that it is no ſtrange or improbable Thing, 
that the Men of . Epheſizs, who were zealous in 
their Idolatry, eſpecially when they were ſet 
on by thoſe who found their Account in pro- 
ating and aſſerting their Superſtitious Wor. 
ſhip, ſhould deſign our Apoſtle, who preach'd 
againſt the Idol of the one, and conſequently 
the Mammon of the other, to a Punithment 
that they could not juſtify : Nay, we plainly 
read 1n the Story, that the Officer told them, 
that their Zeal had tranſported them to do that, 
for which they were in Danger to be called to 
an Account. 

I know but one Obje&ion more that can be 
pretended, and *tis this; that in the ſeveral 
Accounts of theſe Matters, of his Danger at 
Epheſus, and of the great Death in the Text, 

ntion'd by St. Luke and St. Paul, he him- 
ſelf ſeems to have had very different Apprehen- 
ſions of them. As to that at Epheſus, he ſcems 
to be altogether unapprehenſive of any Danger; 
for tis faid, that he would voluntarily have 

one into the Tumult, but that the Diſciples 
hinder'd him; whereas of this he complains, 
that he was preſs'd out of Meaſure, above 
Strength, that he deſpair'd of Life, and look'd 
upon his Eſcape as little leſs than a Reſur- 
recion from the Dead. Fo which I have Two | 


Things to ſay: 


J: That 


| 
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1. That tho' St. Paul would voluntarily have 
enter'd in to the People, had not the Chriſtians 
hinder'd: him; yet it does not from hence fol- 
low, that he was unapprehenſive of the Dan- 
ger, which by ſo doing he ſhould expoſe him- 
ſelf to. For 'twas no ſtrange Thing, in the 
firſt Ages of the Church , for Chriftians to ex- 
preſs their Zeal and Love for Chriſt, by 
knowingly and willingly running into Suffer- 
ings and Death. Nay, our very Apoſtle, when 
the Prophet Agabus had foretold , that if he 
went up to Jeruſalem, the Jews would bind 
him, and deliver him into the Hands of the 
Gentiles ;, and when the Chriſtians endeavour'd 
with Prayers and Tears, to hinder him from 
taking that Journey, they could not prevail; 
but he calls thoſe Endeavours of theirs, to keep 
him from taking that Journey, 4 breaking | | 
bis Heart; and declares his Readineſs, not only 
to be bound, but to dye at Jeruſalem, for the 
name of the Lord Feſus. But. 

2. Suppoſing that he was unapprehenſive of 
the Danger at that Time, when he would have 
gone in to the People ; what hinders, but that 
afterwards, when the Brethren had inform'd 
him better; when he heard what was done 
to his two Companions ; eſpecially, when he 
had that Meſſage ſent him by the Aan Pres 
feds, that he ſhould not venture himſelf abroad: 
What, I ſay, hinders, but that, when the Mat- 
ter was over, upon a reflex View in cool Blood, 
he may make another Judgment of the a, = 

8 INS of 15 - 
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he had been in, than his Zeal would ſuffer him 
to do in the Time of Action 
I take it therefore, that this great Death, 
mention'd in my Text, which God deliver'g 
St. Paul from in Aſia, was the great Danger 
of Death, which he was in upon Occaſion of 
that Tumult, Which Demetrius and the Crafts- 
men raiſed againſt him at Epheſtss, the chief 
City of Aſia; of which we have a large Ac- 
count, in the fore-mention'd 19th of the A,. 
And to juſtify this Opinion, I might have urg'd 
the Authority of ſeveral Learned Men, who 
expound this Place the {ame way, and give good 
Reaſons for it: But omitting them, I have ra- 
ther choſe to anſwer the Objections, which 
Men of another, Opinion in this Matter have 
advanc'd againſt it: And thoſe being remov'd, 
I think it ſufficient to ſay, 2 WM 
1. That 'tis a reaſonable Poſtulatum, that ſo 
remarkable a Deliverance, as St. Paul makes this 
in the Text, would not probably have been 
omitted by St. Luke , in the Hiſtory of his 
Life. And then, this being allow'd ; 1 
2. That there is no particular Danger, which 
St. Paul was in in Aſia, mention'd by St. Luke, 
but this which I contend for, which happen'd 
to him at Epheſus. And that this was a great 
Death, or a very great Danger of Death, may 
be gather'd from ſeveral Circumſtances in the 
Story: From the Conſideration of the Perſons 
from whom he was in Danger ; from the Pro- 
vocation he had given them ; from what oy 
| acty- 
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actually did upon that Provocation: From 
whence we likewiſe probably conjecture, what 
they would have done further, if they had 
had Opportunit. 10, 2719-15150 
The Perſons from whom he was in Danger, 
were not only a Rabble, got together in a tu- 
multuous manner, they knew not why ; tho? 
from Them there's no more Juſtice or Mercy 
to be expected, than from the raging Waves 
of the Sea in a Tempeſt : but alſo ſuperſtitious 
Bigots in a falſe Religion ; zealous Worſhippers 
of a Goddeſs of Mens making,. and of a won- 
derful Image, pretended to be dropp'd from 
Heaven: And theſe were ſtirr'd up by thoſe 
who. got their Livelihoods, much Wealth, by 
making Obje&s for their Idolatrous Worſhip ; 
little Silver Boxes, with the Image, or Picture, 
of their Goddeſs in them, for their Adora- 
tion. I LEA 
The Provocation he had given them, was no 
leſs than openly declaring againſt their God- 
deſs, and Image-Worſhip ; ſaying, that they 
were no Gods that were made with Hands ; 
That the Pictures and Images, which they 
made and ſold, and the other worſhipp'd, were 
not fit Objects for ſuch Worſhip : And by this 
means, their Goddeſs, they apprehended, was 
in Danger to be deſpiſed, her Temple deſecra- 
ted, her Worſhip forſaken, and conſequently 
(which no doubt ſome of them were more 
concern'd for, ) their Craft, whereby they got 
their Wealth, would be likely to come to 


nought. 
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nought. And in what a furious manner, may 


we imagine, would theſe blind Zealots, puſh'q 
on by the deſigning Craftſmen, expreſs their Re. 
ſentments of ſo great an Injur ß? 

That they did ſo, we read at the 28th Verſe; 
They firſt make a publick and clamorous Ac. 
know ledgment, of the Greatneſs of their God: 
deſs, and of their particular Relation to her; 
Great is Diana of the Ephefians : And then pre- 
pare to revenge the Affront offer'd her, by $a- 
crificing to her thoſe that gave it. They lay 
Hands upon St. Paul's Companions, (meeting 
with them firſt) and hurry them away to the 
Theatre, with a Deſign, as I obſerved before, 
to expoſe them there to wild Beaſts : And how- 
ever they chang'd their Minds, and ſuffer'd 
them to eſcape; yet ttis reaſonable, from 
G 

To conjecture, That could they have caught 
him, they would not have failed to have caſt 
him to the Lions, who was the principal in 
that unpardonable Injury; when they were ſo 
near doing it to thoſe, whoſe only Guilt (that 
appears) was, that they were of his Com- 

ny. | 
5 his then was that great Death, or Danger of 
Death, that threatned St. Paul at Epheſus in A. 
ſia, and into which he was very nigh running 
himſelf, For the 3oth Verſe tells us, that he 
would have enter'd in to the People, when they 
were in that mad Ferment and Uproar. 


Bu 
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But it pleaſed God, that the Diſciples ſhould 
not ſuffer him to go amotig them; nay, which 
is more femarkable, to order it ſo, that the very 
Afiarche\, the Chief of Aſia, as our 'Tranſlators 
render the Word; (but they were properly the 
Præfects, or Officers, that were appointed to 
look after thoſe barbarous Executions, and wo 
may therefore be very well ſuppoſed to know 
the Deſigris of the People concerning him) 
theſe ſhould ſend to him, to keep out of the 
Way. And thus God's Providence made Uſe of 
thoſe who were to have been employ'd in the 
Management of his Death, as Inſtruments in the 
{xving of his Life. OS hd e e 
And thus have. I confider'd St. Paul's Deli- 
verance from the great Death in the Text. 
II. Jam in the next Place to take a'View of 
our own Caſe. And we ſhall find, that'it comes 
very near that of St. Paul's, that we have been 
deliver'd from a very great Death, as well as 
he; and that the Parallel will hold in ſeveral 
Circumſtances, both of the Danger and Deli- 
Fe 1176, ICE Potty. 20 119.7. "1 
Who delivered 


* 


, ſays our Apoſtle, and doth 
deliver; he mentions paſt, as well as preſent 
Deliverances. And if in applying his Caſe to 
ours, I ſhould recount the ſeveral Deliverances 
of this Church and Nation, from the many ſe- 
cret Plots, and open Attempts, of our Romiſh 
Adverſaries, in every Reign, ſince our juſt and 
neceſſary Departure from their Idolatrous Com- 
munion; his Example would acquit me from 
Impertinence. But 1 — further * 

on tnan 
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than the Year 1688, wherein was the Com. 
mencement of that great Deliverance, which 
God has by a Series of gracious Providences 
continu'd to us to this Day; And all the Na. 
tional Bleſſings we have receiv'd ſince, even 
That for which we now: thank him, are but ſo 
many Links in that wonderful Chain of Mer. 
cies. And 'tis but too neceſſary, to call the 
Thoughts of Many back to that Time, who 
were then ſufficiently ſenfible of the 1mminent 
Danger we were in; but after they were delj- 
ver'd, the Image of their paſt deſperate Condi- 
tion ſoon vaniſh'd out of their Minds ; and 
they were like St. James's Man, beholding his 
natural Face in-a Glaſs, who goes his way, and 
ſiraightway forgets what manner of Man be 
was. But however Diſtance of Time may have 
leſſen d the Danger that then threaten'd us, 
and conſequently the Deliverance from it, in 
ſome Peoples, Thoughts; I will venture to call 
it a Death, and a great Death: For That which 
threatens the utter Deſtruction of a Thing, ma 
very well be called Death: And that whic 
threatens that Deſtruction to all Things that we 
value, may be term'd a great Death. 
Nov there is nothing that Men value more, 
than their own. Liberties: and Properties, Lives 
and Religion, and the Welfare of their Poſte- 
rity. How great a Death then muſt that be, 
that threatens the Ruin of all theſe? To throw 
down the Mounds and Fences that ſecure them, 
and lay them open to be trampled 15 and 
trodden down at Pleaſure? How mi e 
oo the 
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the Caſe of that People, that may be confin'd, 
and made Beggars at Will; that may not be 
ſuffer'd to enjoy their Religion and Lives toge- 
ther; but if they will ſecure theſe, muſt make 
| Shipwrack of that? And what an Addition to 
their Miſery, muſt the diſmal Proſpe& of the 
wretched Condition of their unhappy Poſterity 
be, when they can fee nothing entail'd upon 
them, but the moſt vile and abject Slavery of 
Body and Mind too? 5 

And that this great Death threatned us of 
this Nation, however willing ſome are to forget 
it now, I am ſure every conſidering Perſon was 
ſufficiently ſenfible about Twenty Eight Years 
ago; and he was a ſtrangely Sanguine Man, 
that did not then deſpair of Life. The Inun- 
dation was juſt breaking in upon us, and we 
were in ſuch a kind of Streight, as the Iſraelites 
at the Red-Sea ; we were neither able to ſtand 
up againſt our Danger, nor to fly from it. 

The Perſons that were deſigning and work- 
ing this great Death for us, were, like thoſe that 
intended our Apoſtle's Deſtruction, ſuperſti- 
tious Bigots, Worſhippers of Saints and Images, 
fiery Zealots for their Religion; who have ſa- 
criiced more Lives to it, than ever the Hea- 
thens did to their Gods : And among theſe, the 
Chief were the Craftſmen, who have made a 
perfe& Trade of Religion ; have turned the Al- 
tars where they were Conſecrated, into Tables 
of Money-Changers ; and the Myſteries of Faith 
and Godlineſs, into Myſteries of Gain, and 
growing great: That deal not only in fuch 
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petty Things, as Demetrius and his Craftſmen 
did; in ſmall Boxes, with Images or Pictures in 
them, .( tho" they haye their, Agnus Dei's, and 
little Conſecrated Trinkets, their pretended Re- 
licks that they make Advantage by 5) but in 
Matters of much greater Concernment. 
They have got the Keys of Heaven and Hell, 
and Purgatory too; they Trade in Abſolutions, 
Maſſes, Indulgences, Plenary, Indulgences ; they 
put a Tax upon Sins, and ſet Heaven to Sale. 
How eaſy is it for a Rich Man to enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven „ 
And what was, the Provacation we gave 
them? Why, we proteſted againſt their Super- 
ſtitious Fopperies and Idolatry; we declared 
with St. Paul, that they were no Gods which 
were made with Hands ; that neither Crucifix 
nor Image, however curjouſly wrought or painted 


by the Artificer, nor Wafers Conſecrated; by the 


Prieſt, nor Saints Canonized by the Church, were 
fit Objects for Religiou Ny orſhip; That their Mor- 
moe of Purgatory, their vain boaſting Pretences 
to Infallibility, and to turn Bread by. a few 
Words ſpeaking, into the Body of their Savt- 
our; their Empirical Remedies of Abſolutions, 
as they apply'd them, of Maſſes, Indulgences, 
the Churches Stock of Merits of thoſe who had 
more than enough for themſelves, Cc. that 
theſe were only Holy Cheats, to cozen Men out 
of their Money here, and their Souls hereafter. 
And this was ſo inſupportable an Injury, of 
fo fatal a Conſequence to, their own Craft, where. 
by they amaſs'd their Wealth; that twas no 
FE Oe PR WOO 
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wonder, that when they had (as they thought) 
4 fit Opportunity to do it, and a Power to back 
them, they turn'd their ſecret and diſguized Me- 
thods, whereby they had been long endeavour- 
ing our Ruin under-hand, into more open and 
avow'd Attempts upon us; that they laid hold 
upon ſome of our Companions; and, by their 
Treatment of them, and Uſage of others, gave 
us fair Intimation of what was quickly like to 
befal us all. Rü #4. 

They had all Authority, Law and Power, in 
their own Hands: They were moſt wrathfully 
diſpleas'd at us; and Religion and Intereſt 
ſpurr'd them on, to wreak their Fury upon us; 
as far as their Power would permit. 3g 

In theſe Circumſtances twas not ſtrange, if 
we had the ſentence of death in ourſelves ; it, 
being preſs'd out: of meaſure, above ſtrength, we 
deſpaired of life, But he, who raiſes the Dead, 
took pity on our righteous (tho? ſeemingly dy- 
ing) Cauſe : Our Deliverance was ſo ſeaforably 
wropght for us, in ſo wonderful a manner, and 
by ſuch quiet and gentle Methods, that it plain- 
ly appear'd to be hig doing, who is a preſent 
help in time of trouble; who only doth marut- 
lous things; and who many times chuſes to ap- 
pear, for his Servants, as well as to them, not 
in great Winds, and Earthquakes, and Fire, but 
in 4 #ill, ſmall voice. 90 wt. 

Thus God deliver'd Us, as well as St. Paul. 
And, that I may, not omit one Circumſtance, 
| wherein our Caſts are parallel; As, by the Pro- 
vidence of God, the Aſan Officers were in a 

| groat 
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| great meaſure the Means of his Eſcape ; 0 
| ſome of thoſe, that were-defigtied 'to have been 
the Inſtruments of our Ruin, prov'd ſerviceable 
in the Accompliſhing our Deliverance. 7 
And how wonderfully did God continue that 
Deliverance to us, by Securing the 'Government 
then eſtabliſn'd, in its Infancy, from the Mon- 
ſters that endeavour'd to deftroy it in the Cra. 
dle; by preſerving, the Life of the Great Inſtru- 
ment of it, under a weak State of Health; 
notwithſtanding the great Fatigues and Dangers, 
to which he expoſed himſelf, in many Voyages 
and Campaigns; and the wieked Conſpiracles 
form'd againſt him by his Enemies ; till he had, 
N in Con junction with his Confederates, brought 
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the Common Enemy to make Peace. And when 
i upon the Diſſolution of that Confederacy, and 
| the Disbanding of our Forces, the great Diſtur. 


ber of Europe took Occaſion treacherouſly to 
break that Peace ; ſtill Our Ring was living, 
the only Perſon capable, by his Character, and 
Intereſt with ſo many Foreign Potentates- of 

Accompliſhing ſuch a Work, to form New 
{ and Glorious Alliance. But yet He had not 
1 done all that God intended, or that was neceſ- 
lf ſary to compleat our Deliverance, which, had 
| not a Proteſtant Succeſſion been ſettled, would 
| have been but of ſhort Continuance; and be- 
| fore this Time, we had been under the-Yoke 
of a-Popiſh Government again. That precious, 
but declining Life, was therefore yet preſerved, 
that He might put the Laſt Hand to his Great 
Work, by Settling the Succeſſion to the Crown, 


in 


in the Iluſtrious Houſe of HAN OV ER. 
And then, not till then, was he gather'd to 
his Fathers; leaving his Succeſſor, our Late 
Gracious Queen, ſtrengthen'd by a powerful 
Alliance abroad, and much ſecured at home by 
| the Limitation of the Crown to a Proteſtant 
| Family, to purſue and compleat his Great De- 


ns. N . 

And how wonderfully did the Work of the 
Lord proſper in her Hands, for many Years } 
Neither Walls, nor Works, nor Lines, nor Ri- 
vers, could ſtop the Victorious Progreſs of Her 
| Majeſty's Forces, and thoſe of her Allies; 
which, under the Conduct of her Conſummate 
General, routed the Armies of the Enemy, as 
oft as they engaged them, and took his Towns 
as certainly as they ſat down before them; till 
by a long Series of Glorious Succeſſes, we had 
reduced him ſo low, that we had it in our Pow- 
er to have demanded what Terms we would, 
| for our own Security, and for the Safety and 
Quiet of all Europe. BY ee 

And here 1 could willingly caſt a Veil over 
what follows, and heartily wiſh that Hiſtory 
could do ſo too. But alas! tis a vain Wiſh : 
The Story has been told in Gath, and publiſh'd 
in the Streets of Askelon': The Daughters of 
the Philiſtines have rejoiced , the Daughters of 
the Uncircumcis'd have triumph cd. 

I would not dwell upon the ungrateful Sub- 
ect; and ſhall only ſay, that by a moſt amazing 
Conduct, we were ſo far thrown into the Power 
of the Ambitious Aſpirer to an Univerſal Mo- 

7 narchy ; 


ready to ſay, that ſurely the bitterneſs of this 


Enemies of David „ Pal. 62. whoſe only device 


duſtrious to aſperſe His Majeſty, his Illuſtrious 


monſtrouſly abſurd, as could be ſwallow'd by 
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narchy; and the Way was ſo prepar'd for the 
Pretender to this Crown to come over, With his 
neceſſiry Attendants, Popery and Slavery ; that 
there ſeem'd little more wanting to compleat the 
Deſign of our grand Enemy, and our Ruin, than 
for him to have ſaid to his Viceroy, in the Words 
of Jezabel to Ahab, Ariſe and take Poſſeſſion, 
And here again, we had the ſentence of death 
in our ſelves :, but God, who had before deliver 
us, did now again deliver us, by providentiall 
placing His Majeſty on the 'Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms in that Critical JunAure 
There being no Diſturbance at Home, nor | 
Attempt upon us from Abroad, during the Time 
His Majeſty was neceſſarily detain'd from us; 
no Oppoſition to his Landing, but an Univer- 
fal Joy expreſs'd upon his Arrival; we were 


death is pait. | 

But we flatter'd our ſelves with vain Words: 
Meaſures were then concerting abroad, for En- 
couraging and Aſſiſting an Inſurrection at home, 
And there were too many among us, like thoſe 


it was to caſt him out, whom God would exal. 
Like them, they delighted in Lies, and were in- 


Family, and his wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration, 
by Lies ſo wicked and malicious, as could pro- 
ceed from none but the Father of them; and ſo 


none, but ſuch as were given up to ſtrong Delu-i 
ſons, to believe a Lis. And theſe Lies they ſpale 


in 
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in hypocriſy, ſpeaking good words with their mouths ; 
. the Government, and ſome 
| of them Swearing to it too with their Lips, while at 
| the ſame time they curſed it in their hearts, and were 
doing all in their Power to deſtroy it : By theſe, and 
| other vile Methods, they corrupted the poor un- 
| thinking People, work'd them up firſt into Tumul- 
| tuous Riots, and then into open Rebellion. 
| Had the Attempt been made, and ſupported from 
Abroad, when we had the firſt Intimation of the De- 
ſign, and were little prepar'd to oppoſe it, having bur 
few Forces, and many of them not to be depended 
upon; this Nation muſt have been for ſome Time, a 
miſerable Scene of Blood and Confuſion, whatever 
might have been the final Iſſue at the laſt. 

But God was pleaſed by another Providence, to 
embarraſs the Affairs of a Neighbouring Kingdom, 
from which the Conſpirators expected the greateſt 
Aſſiſtance; and to retard their wicked Enterpriſe, 
till, by the prudent Proviſion of the Legiſlative Pow- 
er, and the diligent Application of the Executive, 
our Forces were ſo augmented, that by the wiſe Diſ- 
poſition of ſome of them, great Part of the Iſland 
was kept quiet, and many that wiſp'd well to the 
Rebels, were hinder'd from joining them; and by 
the Conduct and Bravery of the others, in thoſe 
Parts where they were actually in Arms, the Tray- 
tors were entirely routed. And when the Pretender 
came amongſt them, to rally his ſcatter'd Forces, to 
animate them by his Preſence, and retrieve his loſt 
Game ; upon the Approach of His Majeſty's Army, 
he fled before them, ſtole away by Night from the 
liland, leaving his my to ſave themſelves by flying 

into 
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into their Faſtneſſes ; who being purſued thither by 
part of the King's Troops, ſome of em have been ta. 
ken, others have ſurrender'd, and others have been dif. 
arm'd, and ſo the Rebellion hasbeenhappily ſuppreſsd. 
A Rebellion, that had one aggravating Ingredient 
to blacken it, beyond former Rebellions. We hard- 
ly read of one, but the Actors in it have pretended to 
juſtify themſelves, oy charging the Government 
with ſome notorious Violations of the Laws, ſome 
great Oppreſſions upon the Subject, ſome cruel Grie- 
vances for which they could not get Redreſs; but in 
This there has not been the Pretence of one illegal 
Thing done by His Majeſty; who may juſtly appeal 
ö to his People, in the Words of Saul to Iſrael, Be. 
| bold, here I am; witneſs againſt me before the Lord, 
| whoſe Ox have Itaken 2 Or whoſe Aſs have I taten 
Or whom have'I defrauded ? Whom have I oppveſs'd? 
So unprovoked was this Rebellion, ſo little Rea- 
ſon was there given for it, and ſo little Grounds 
therefore to have expected it; that this, if any Thing, 
might in ſome Meaſure excuſe the unjuſt Surmiſes 
of ſome well-meaning Perſons, who look'd upon the 
Accounts we had of Invaſions and Inſurrections in- 
tended, as only Artifices of Men in Power, to raiſe 
more Forces to be employ'd to other Purpoſes : But 
ſurely the Inſurrections in North and South Britain, 
the Arms, Ammunition,” and Officers ſent to the Re- 
bels from Abroad; the Battels at Preſton and Dum: 
blain, and the Prentender*s Landing in Scotland, will 
cure the Suſpicions of thoſe weak Perſons, and Silence 
4 the Clamours of thoſe wicked Men, who infus'd thoſe 
l Thoughts into the Others. And I cannot but wiſh 
at leaſt, if I may not hope, that the happy Iſſue of 


this 


=_ 7 


Z 4 before the KING. 27 


this Rebellion will convince all thoſe that were con- 
| cern'd init, or Favourers of it, that the preſent Set- 
tlement, againſt which they have been conſpiring, 
is a Work of God, and that they cannot overthroty 
it; and _ gory is _— _ rye At- 
| tempts againſt it, leaſt happily they be found to fight 
anf Gd who has JT and 40 deliver, of 
| in whom Te truſt that he will yet deliver us. Which 
brings me to conſider St. Paul's Behaviour upon his 
| Deliverance, and to preſs you to an Imitation of it. 
And Firſt, let us with him, acknowledge God to 
be the Author of our Deliverance. Tis too common 
1 Fault with the moſt, when they receive Mercies, 
whether Deliverances from Dangers, or poſitive Bleſ- 
ſings, that they do not look further than Second 
Cauſes, but reſt there, as if they were the Authors 
of all. Thus Deliverances from Sickneſs, are too 
often aſcribed only to the Skill of the Phyſician, 
and the Virtue of his Medicines ; the increaſing of 
2 Man's Eſtate, to his prudent Induſtry, and pro- 
vident Management of it; and in publick Caſes, the 
Peace and Proſperity of a Kingdom, tothe ſage Coun- 
ſels, and wiſe Adminiſtration of thoſe that ſat at the 
Helm; and Succeſſes in War, to the Conduct of the 
Officers, and Proweſs of the Soldiers. Not but that 
a due Conſideration ought to be had of all theſe, 
and a juſt Reſpect paid them in their proper Places 
and Capacities, as they are excellent Inſtruments in 
the Hand of a gracious God, for theſe Purpoſes; and 
indeed it wou'd be a moſt unjuſt, as well as an un- 
grateful Thing, not to make them all the Acknow- 
ledgments of their Services, and pay them all the 
Reſpect and Honour for them, that are conſiſtent 
e 1 | with 
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with the owning the Superintendency of Providence: 
But not to look beyond them, not to ſee that wil: 
Hand that guides and governs them, but to impute 
the whole to them, is ſuch an egregious Folly, 3 
to aſcribe a curious Piece of Work to the Inſtruments 
wherewith the Artificer wrought it, and not to the 
Artificer that managed thoſe Inſtruments. And that 


*tis a high Provocation in the Eyes of God, may be 


oathered from that Concern which he expreſſes for 
his Honour in ſuch Caſes, eſpecially in the Delive. 
rances of his People, in which he is extremely Jea. 
lous leaſt the Glory of them ſhould be given to 
any other than himſelf. | 

We have a remarkable Inſtance of this in Judges 7, 
where we read, that when Gideon, that judged 1ſe], 
had got together an Army of 32000 Men to go a- 
gainſt the Midianites, God made him diſmiſs them 


all to 3co, for this Reaſon, leaſt the Victory he in- 


tended to beſtow upon them, ſhould be 1mputed to 
the Number and Strength of their Forces; For ſo he 
tells him, at the ſecond Verſe ; The people that are 
with thee are too many, for me to give the Midianites 
into their bands. Why ſo ? Leaſt Iſrael vaunt them- 
ſelves agamſi me, ſaying, Mine own hand hath ſaved 
me. And for this 8 others, it is, that 
he, is pleaſed many times to ſuffer a People to be 
brought to the Jaſt Extremity, to blaſt many hope- 
ful Projects, and defeat ſeveral likely Methods for 
their Eſcape, to ſuffer them to come to their Wit“ 
End, that they know not which way to turn them- 
ſelves, before he interpoſes for their Relief ; that ſo 
he may convince, them, that their Deliverance was 
his doing ; the work of that right band, that bring- 
eth mighty things to paſs. RE 7: 
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Let us then avoid fo great a Folly, and fo heinous 
a Provocation, as not to ſee and own the Finger of 
| God, which has been ſo viſibly concern'd in our De- 
| liverance. Let us rather imitate the Example ſet us 
by St. Paul, who acknowledges that 'twas God, zvho 
raiſes the dead, that delivered him from bis great 
death. And in Tim. 2. 3. where he recounts the 
Perſecutions and Afflict ions which came to him at 
Antioch, Iconium, and Lyſtra; he adds at ver. 11. that 
out of them all the Lord deliver d him. And in the 
ath Chapter of that Epiſtle, v. 17. The Lord ſtood 
with me. And him let us follow; and look upon all 
Second Cauſes as unactive Inſtruments in themſelves, 
and no more able of themſelves to work any Delive- 
rance or Good for us, without God's Concurrence 
and Guidance, than the Pencil of a Painter to make 
a beautiful Picture, without the Painter's Hand di- 
recting it. And let us cry out with David, Not un- 
to us, O Lord, not unto us: Not unto our Policy, or 
Foreſight, or Management; Not to our Strength, 
or Power; Not to any other Thing, than thy name 
only, be given the honour; who, we acknowledge, 
haſt deliver d, and doſt deliver us. To whom, 

2. Let us offer up our moſt devout and hearty 
Thankſgiving for it. St. Paul is a moſt Eminent 
Pattern of this Practice. There's not one of his Epi- 
ſtles to the ſeveral Churches founded by him, that 
he does not begin with giving Thanks and Glory 
to God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. In this particu- 
larly, immediately after the Salutation at ver. 3. he 
breaks out, Bleſſed be God, the Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Mercies, who comforteth 
us in all our tribulations, &e. And in the Verſe af- 
ter my Text, where he asks the Aſſiſtance of I 

ray- 


take David's Word, who was as well experienc'd in 


-ment of Heaven ; the Buſineſs of the bleſſed Angels 
and glorify'd Spirits, to ſing Hallelujahs and Praiſes, 


cal Anthems for ever: Let us inure our ſelves to that 


giving thanks ;, and, upon all Occaſions, ſinging and 
enaking melody in our hearts to God. But eſpecially, 
upon ſuch Occaſions as this of our preſent Meeting, 
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Prayers, in order to future Deliverances, he ſeem 
to have no (or very little.) Regard to any thin 
elſe, than the Glory that would thereby redound u 
God : As if he defir'd a Deliverance: through then 
Prayers, not upon the Account of any Concern a 
Intereſt of his own in it, but purely as twould þ 
an Occaſion of many Thankſgivings to the Gracioy 
Author of it: You, ſays he, helping together by pray. 
ers for us. For what End? Why; That for the gif i 
heſlomed upon us, by the means of many perſons, thank 
may be given to God by many on our behalf. 
And certainly, there is not a more equitable, o 
reaſonable Thing in the World, than that we ſhoul 
make this Return for his Mercies, to our moſt boun. 
tiful and diſintereſted Benefator. Nay, if we wil 


this Duty as any Man that ever liv'd upon the Earth, 
there is not a more delightful Employment. He ſays 
I is a joyful and a pleaſant thing to be thankful, And 
no doubt he ſays right: For tis the very Employ. 


to him that ſits upon the Throne, and to the Lani 
for ever and ever, 5 023-4591 1 

As we hope then to increaſe their Number here- 
after, and join in Conſort with them in Euchariſt 


which muſt be our Eternal Exerciſe, if ever we ar 
ſo happy as to come among them; In every thing 


for ſuch Mercies as I have now recounted ; by which 


God has ſecured, and does continue to.us, the Op 
#13 portun!- WW 
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portunities of __ in 2 way acceptable to him- 
if; Of Singing the Lord's Song in our own Land, 
Wind in our own Language; Of worſhipping him in 
ie Beauty of Holineſs, and offering him a reaſona- 
ie Service; Of ſerving him alone, without bowing 
fo graven Images, to provoke him to Jealouſy ; Of 
Addreſſing to him, thro' the alone Mediation of Je- 
us Chriſt, the One Mediator that he has appointed 
petwixt God and Man; without affronting him, by 
Joining other Interceſſors with him. , 
0 ing praiſes, ſing praiſes to our God; ſing praiſes 

% our Ning. Sing ye praiſes with underitanding. 
3. But laſtly, and to conclude : Let us imitate our 
Apoſtle, in raiſing (from Experiences of paſt and 
Preſent Deliverances) a Ground of Truſt and Con- 
Fidence in God for future ones; that he that has be- 
Þun a good Work, and hitherto continued it, will 
in his own Time) perfect it :----Who deliver'd us, 
Nys St. Paul, from ſo great a death, and doth deli. 
er; in whom we therefore truſt, that he will yet 
Heliver us. = 
And certainly a well-grounded Truſt it was, and 
very reaſonable Inference; For there is no pretence 
for Diffidence or Diſtruſt, where there is not a Suſpi- 
ion of want either of Power, or Will to help: But 
hat Room can there be for ſuch a Suſpicion of him, 
rho hath given, and doth give, paſt and preſent De- 
onſtrations of both ? Let then what God has done, 
and now does for us, ſtrengthen our Faith, and con- 
m our Hope in him for the Time to come. Away 
with all diſtruſtful Murmurings, unreaſonable Jea- 
louſies, and deſponding Fears: By the great Things 
e bas wrought for us already, whereof we rejoice, 
he has given us fair Pledges, if we our ſelves do 85 
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obſtruct his intended Mercies, of further and greater 
yet. And let us but chearfully do our Duties, and 
then we may reſt aſſur'd, that God's Arm is not 
ſhortned, nor are his Bowels ſtreightned : His Arn 
is as Mighty as ever to bring Salvation, and he 21 
tenderly and compaſſionately inclin'd towards hi 
People; And that he will not fail ro compleat his] 
Work, and make our Deliverance perfect, when he] 
ſees ſuch a Deliverance fit for us, and us fit for it. 

Till when, let us, with unſhaken Faith, fix our ; 
Eyes upon him, from whence cometh our Help; and | 
let us expect, and wait for his Salvation. But let us 
wait in a juſt Senſe, and grateful Acknowledgment | 
of what he has already wrought for us, and in a | 
chearful Co-operation with him; Not preſumptu- 
ouſly expecting to be always faved by Miracles, 


and doing nothing to help our ſelves ; but zealoully |? 


concurring with thoſe Methods which his Provi- | 
dence has pointed out for our future Safety; in a Þ 


| hearty Obedience and Conformity to his Reveals Þf 


Will, and entire Submiſſion to his Secret one, and 
an abſolute Reſignation of our ſelves, and all our F 
Concerns, to his Wiſe and Gracious Management; 
Poſſeſſing our Souls in patience , till his Time comes. 
O tarry the Lord's leiſure ; Be frong, and he ſhall 


2 


comfort your hearts, all ye that put your truſt in the 


Lord. For the Viſion is yet for an appointed time; 


but at the end it ſhall ſpeak, and not lye: Tho' it 


tarry, yet wait for it; for it will ſurely come, it 


will not tarry. And in that day it ſhall be ſaid, 
This is our God; we have waited for him: This is 


the Lord; we have waited for him. We will be 


glad, and rejoice in his Salvation. 
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